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Delivering hospitality, creating value... every customer, every time

John Belden
President & CEO

John Belden joined the company in 1989.  Previously, John led the Business Development team during 
a period of unprecedented growth for the company, overseeing new management, acquisition and 
development opportunities for the company, as well as asset management and asset disposition 
responsibilities.  Prior to Davidson, John served on the Concept Development team for Homewood 
Suites and later became its Director of Development - Western Region.  John also worked in the 
Development and Market Planning Division of Holiday Corporation providing development services 

primarily to the Embassy Suites and Holiday Inn systems. Previous to Holiday Corporation, John worked in the Franchise/
Development area of The Residence Inn Company and started his hospitality career as a hotel consultant at Laventhol and 
Horwath.

John is currently serving on the Hilton Owner’s Advisory Council, the Starwood North American Owner Advisory Board, 
the Sheraton Owner’s Advisory Council, the Executive Board of ASFONA (Association of Starwood Franchisees and 
Owners North America), the Hyatt Full-Service Hotel Franchise Advisory Committee, the Board of Directors for Give Kids 
the World, and the Michigan State University Real Estate Advisory Council.  He is also an Appointed Director of the HRI 
School at Michigan State University.

John obtained a degree from the Business College at Michigan State University with an emphasis in Hotel, Restaurant and 
Institutional Management.
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Chris Cummiskey 
Commissioner 
Georgia Department of Economic Development 
 
Chris Cummiskey was named Commissioner of the Georgia 
Department of Economic Development by Governor Nathan 

Deal, and joined the agency in January 2011.  As Commissioner, he leads the state 
agency responsible for bringing jobs and investment to Georgia by recruiting new 
businesses and expanding existing ones, as well as by increasing tourism in the state. 
Commissioner Cummiskey also oversees the state’s work to grow international trade, 
the entertainment industry, and small businesses and entrepreneurs in Georgia.  
 
Commissioner Cummiskey brings a deep background in business to his position. As a 
manager and director of energy and gas derivatives trading for companies like RWE 
Americas, Mirant and Mieco, he has worked in all corners of the country. His experience 
encompasses business development, marketing strategies, risk mitigation, and pricing 
strategies.  
 
The Commissioner also brings to the agency a wealth of knowledge and 
intergovernmental relationships developed during his more recent roles as a senior 
director for Senator Johnny Isakson, former Georgia House Speaker Glenn Richardson, 
and the University of Georgia. As State Director for Sen. Isakson, he was the point of 
contact for all matters relating to Georgia’s economic development-related projects. 
Commissioner Cummiskey’s most recent role as Director of State Relations for the 
University of Georgia also entailed an intimate knowledge of economic development in 
Georgia.  
 
Chris Cummiskey graduated from the University of Georgia with a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration, majoring in Finance. He currently resides in Atlanta with his 
wife Rebecca.  
 
 



Hans J. Gant
Senior Vice President, Economic Development  |  Metro Atlanta Chamber

Hans Gant currently serves the Metro Atlanta Chamber as senior vice president of economic 
development. In this capacity he oversees marketing the 28-county metro Atlanta region 
around the world focused attracting companies, jobs, and investment to Atlanta.

Gant led the Chamber’s “Industries of the Mind” marketing campaign, which was focused 
on attracting and growing technology companies and talent as well as branding the region 
as a national technology center. This program resulted in 85 companies locating to the 
Atlanta region and creating nearly 10,000 high value jobs from 1999 to 2002.

Current economic development initiatives include strategies that are focused on attracting,
growing and retaining domestic and international corporate headquarters, biotech and 
biomedical, advanced telecommunications, information technology, supply chain/logistics 
and computer software development companies. Over the past ten years, the Chamber 
and its partners have been involved in recruiting more than 500 companies to the Atlanta 
region, including headquarters of companies such as GE Energy, Merial Pharmaceuticals, 
Newell Rubbermaid, Novelis, Arby’s, Wipro, Sany, NCR, First Data Corporation and many 
others. These companies have created more than 50,000 new jobs directly and thousands of 
indirect jobs.

Under his leadership, the Metro Atlanta Chamber engages hundreds of Atlanta area 
companies and partnering organizations in fi ve economic development committees and 
councils all focused on growing our region’s economy and jobs. They are the following:

 • Economic Development Committee
 • Global Commerce Council
 • Supply Chain Leadership Council
 • Technology Leadership Council
 • Bioscience Leadership Council
 
Prior to coming to the Metro Atlanta Chamber in February 1999, Gant served as executive 
director of the Hampton Roads, Virginia Economic Development Alliance. There he focused 
on recruiting new industries and business to the Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Williamsburg
metropolitan area. 

Before moving to Virginia, he lived in Columbus, Ga., where he held several leadership 
positions, including vice president of economic development for the Columbus Chamber 
of Commerce; vice president of real estate development for the Jordan Company; and
executive director for the development authority of Columbus, Ga.
 
Gant has served on the Boards of the Georgia Tech Economic Development Institute, Georgia 
Biomedical Partnership, Technology Association of Georgia, MIT Enterprise Forum of 
Atlanta, Georgia Economic Development Association (GEDA), CoreNet Global and Georgia 
Foreign Trade Zone, Inc. He is also a member of Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) 
Atlanta, International Economic Development Council (IEDC), Urban Land Institute (ULI), and 
Industrial Asset Management Council (IAMC).
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Bringing the best together to help Atlanta thrive.


